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If we find it difficult to agree as to what type of
writing we should teach boys to emulate it may be
easier to agree as to what they should avoid: the
value of words is best shown by comparison: it is, for
example, a good exercise for a boy to consider what
is the reason of the difference produced by the title
The Ancient Mariner and that of The Old Sailor.

In this case there is no question of merit or
demerit, but to set side by side translations of the
same passage often leads to more startling discoveries.
The Psalmist, for example, wrote, " He rode upon
the cherubims and did fly: he came flying upon the
wings of the wind." This was rendered by one of
the earliest of those who translated the Psalter into
verse:

On cherubs and on cherubim

Full royally he rode,
And on the wings of mighty winds

Came flying au abroad.

Let us compare this with the later version of Tate
and Brady:

The chariot of the Lord of Hosts,
WMch troops of active angels drew,

Upon a tempest's mighty wings
With most amazing swiftness flew.

It would be a very useful exercise to explain precisely
what has happened, but a boy who does not see that